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PURPOSE: To obtain stable optical characteristics by inserting a bundle of optical 
fibers into a hollow glass pipe, applying tensile force in an axial direction of the 
glass pipe while heating the outer circumference of the glass pipe, and drawing 
the optical fiber bundle and glass pipe while heat-sealing them. 

CONSTITUTION: Plural optical fibers 19 are inserted into the hollow glass pipe 18 
from one end, and this glass pipe 18 is chucked at chuck parts 25 and 25' of a 
glass lathe and rotated. The hollow glass pipe 18 is heated by a heat source 10 
* near the center part, and when the hollow glass pipe 18 starts softening, both 
headstocks 21 and 21' of the glass lathe are drawn as shown by arrows 23 and 
23' to heat-seal the hollow glass pipe 18 and optical fiber bundle 19 continuous- 
ly until the external diameter of the optical fiber bundle 19 of a tapered part 
24 becomes nearly equal to the diameter of one optical fiber. 
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